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The 2011 Mission & Social Concerns Commission for 
the United Methodist Church of the Dunes includes:   
Elaine Cleven, David Hoffman, Barry Huntington, Mary 
Huntington, Barry Kram, Nick Milanowski, Blair Miller, 
Neal Miller, Doug Mitchell, Connie Peoples,  Don Reis, 
Vicki Reis, Diane Roels, Joni Starkey, and Sharon Tanis.  

Do you have a Mission Passion?   If you are interesting 

in serving on the Mission Commission  or assisting in any 
way, please contact Don or Vicki Reis, co -chairs.    

CHRIST INSPIRED CHRISTMAS 
 
Each year, at Christmas,  The ñChrist Inspired Christmasò pro-
ject is organized to bring many of the 
agencies of the community together in a 
single forum where their respective pro-
grams and products can be displayed, and 
donations can be made to individual or-
ganizations.  The objective of the program 
is to create a venue where the breadth 
and depth of service programs and pro-
jects available in the area can be easily 
seen and questions answered. 

Church of the Dunes supports the Salvation Army of Grand  
Haven through our monthly collection of food items and a  
portion of the Hunger Offering. 

The Aims of the Salvation Army are: 

¶ Assist in meeting the immediate needs of those that come 

for help 

¶ Assist individuals to achieve their full potential 

¶ Set up programs to help in resolving problems, restoring a 

belief in their own personal worth, improving social & per-
sonal relationships and gaining appropriate skills & disci-
plines 

¶ Provide a service which seeks to empower people and 

lessen dependency on others 

¶ Promote the corporate image of the SA as a Christian or-

ganization and social service 

¶ Seek to help all those who use its services to become 

physically, mentally & spiritually whole 
 

The SA provides Financial Assistance; Family Housing 
(emergency & transitional); the Food Pantry; Christmas and 
many more programs and services. 
 

Church of the Dunes participates with the Christmas season Bell 
Ringers and donations that help provide food for over 400 fami-
lies at Christmas and gifts for over 8000 children. 
 

Contact Elaine Cleven (616 -846-6920) or see the Salvation 

Army website (www.myghsa.org) if you would like to offer your 

http://www.myghsa.org


 

 

 

MISSIONS & SOCIAL CONCERNS  
COMMISSION 

 
The goal of the Missions and Social Concerns Commis-
sion at Church of the Dunes is to educate our congrega-
tion about the mission opportunities in our community and 
beyond.  We encourage our members to get personally 
involved in local, national, and global missions and to 
know that as citizens of the most wealthy nation in the 
world, we have a responsibility to support our global com-
munity.  
 

Support thru the General Budget  
 

Each year the Council on Ministries sets a General Fund 
budget for the ministries of the church.  A portion 
(typically less than 5%) is set to support Missions & Social 
Concerns Commission ministry activities. 
 

      Item   2010  2011 
Emerging Ministries/Special Proj.  $1000  $1000 
UM Missionary Support ð $3700  $3700 
 Elma Jocson & Bill Teninty  
Faith in Action International $1200    $1200 
Salvation Army $1200  $1200 
Supper House/MAP $1800  $1800 
LOVE, INC. $1200  $1200 
First Priority of the Lakeshore   $600    $600 
Mission Trip Scholarship Fund $1200  $1200 
Tri-Cities Ministries $1000  $1000 
Methodist HospitalðGhana $1000  $1000 
Tri-Cities Habitat for Humanity     $1200 
Family Promise of the Lakeshore $1000  $1000 
TOTAL                                         $14900  $16100 
 

Support thru Special/Designated Gifts  
 

Through the passions of the individual Commission mem-
bers and their collective appreciation of the congrega-
tionôs desires Special/Designated gifts and offerings are 
provided to a number of ministries throughout the year. 
 

      Item     2010  2011(ytd)  
Africa University (WM Conf.)                  - - - - -         $10,772.44 

Hunger (WM Conf./Supper House)    $12,621.79     $ 6,690.66    

Lenten Offering 

 Family Promise-Lakeshore $2,480.25  

 Family PromiseðCOD $   950.50 

 Family PromiseðBeds    $ 2,093.00 

 Missionary Support    $ 2,093.00 

Christmas Offering             tbd 

 Habitat for Humanity                $ 1,893.81 

 Salvation Army                          $ 1,893.81 

 Panama VIM (B. Kram)        $ 1,893.81 

Church World Services (Blanket+) $    932.00  $    875.00 

One Great Hour of Sharing $    839.00  $1 ,060.00 

Crop Walk $ 2,190.00  $3,000(goal)  

Miscellaneous Gifts for Missions    $3,725.86 
  

Other Special Offerings/Gifts include support for various 
UMCOR Relief projects; Haiti special needs; Panama VIM 
projects; Love INC; Faith In Action Intôl; Camp New Day; 
and the Heifer project ($5200 in 2010).     

Family Promise Mission ð A  unique partnership of di-
verse communities of faith, providing emergency shelter, 
meals and compassionate supportive services to families 
with children who are experiencing homelessness in 
Muskegon, North Ottawa and surrounding areas while 
assisting families to achieve sustainable independence. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Why is  Family Promise Needed?  

¶ Michigan  ranks 3rd in the United States for homelessness 

¶ There are no shelters for homeless families in Muskegon or 

Northern Ottawa Counties 

¶ The average age of a home-

less person in the United 
States is 9 years old 

¶ 14% of Michigan children live 

below the poverty line ï 
more than 350,000 children   

¶ Michigan ranks 20th among 

states in the percent of chil-
dren who are poor 

¶ A child in Michigan is born into poverty every 26 minutes 
 

Basic Elements for the Program  

1.  Host Congregations  
About four to six times a year - for one week at a time - host 
congregations provide overnight lodging, meals (supper, break-
fast, and brown-bag lunch), and hospitality. Hosting rotates 
among the eight to thirteen host congregations in the Network, 
which provide lodging for three to four families (up to fourteen 
individuals) from 6:00 p.m. to 7:00 a.m. the next morning.  

2.  Volunteers  
Volunteers are the heart of the Network; without them, it cannot 
exist. Volunteers provide a variety of services: cooking and serv-
ing meals, playing with children or helping them with homework, 
and staying overnight. Beyond providing lodging and meals, 
volunteers interact with the guests,  treating them with respect 
and responding with compassion. Since Family Promise is pri-
marily comprised of volunteers, the guest families are screened 
for active substance abuse, domestic violence or psychiatric 
problems. Should any of these conditions be present, the family 
will not be eligible for our program. 

3.  Day Center  
Guests use the Day Center from 7:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. to 
shower, care for young children, and seek employment. Many 
guests are employed during the day and go to work. During the 
school year, children go to school. The Day Center provides 
guests with a mailing address and a home base from which to 
conduct their housing search. The Network Directorôs office is 
located at the Day Center. 
 

Your Support is Needed  
The current 14 Host congregations and 10 Support congrega-

tions appreciates your service and financial support.  Contact 

Dave Hoffman (616 -847-8438) or see www.fp -lakeshore.org  

to provide additional help.  

 

ñBuilding Communities, Strengthening Livesò 

2 11

http://www.familypromiselakeshore-mi.org


 

 

Tri-Cities Area Habitat for Humanity was founded in 1989 by a 
group of dedicated volunteers representing several area 
churches.  Habitat is an ecumenical Christian ministry dedicated 
to eliminating sub-standard housing in our community.  Since 
1989, TCA Habitat has built or renovated 49 houses in the Tri-
Cities 

123 children have been provided a safe and decent living envi-
ronment.  Children of homeowners are 25% more likely to 
graduate from high school and 16% more likely to graduate from 
college than children of renters. 

Habitat homes are sold to the part-
ner families at no profit and with a 
0% mortgage which is held by 
Habitat for 20-30 years.  Partner 
families must meet eligibility crite-
ria in the areas of 1) need for im-
proved living conditions; 2) finan-
cial need and readiness for home 
ownership; and 3) willingness to 
partner with Habitat.  Partner fami-
lies must contribute up to 500 
hours of ñsweat equityò to qualify for home ownership.   

The selection process is lengthy and includes financial training 
for partner families upon selection.  Habitat is a hand-up not a 
hand-out to low income families in need. 

We normally build 2 homes per year, but hope to get a third in 
2011.  House size - 1,050 sq ft, depending on zoning ordi-
nances.  Houses are LEED certified & Energy Star Plus result-

ing in very energy efficient and 
environmentally friendly homes. 

TCA Habitat also has the Re-
store  and just recently has im-
plemented the Brush of Kind-
ness Program. 

Contact Nick Milanowski at 
6 1 6 - 3 0 8 - 8 7 7 2  o r  s e e 
www.tricitieshabitat.org   for 

more information about how you can get involved.  

Volunteers in Mission is a program sponsored by the United 
Methodist Church which matches individuals interested in serv-
ing on short term missions with teams and projects requested by 
host churches, foreign and domestic.  The focus of the teams 
can be medical, disaster relief, construction, education, micro-
economic or agricultural. 
The typical duration of a trip is one to two weeks.  Folks inter-
ested in longer periods of committed service can become Indi-
vidual Volunteers.  They can train and serve for one month or 
longer (usually at least three months). 
For the past six years the UM Church of the Dunes has sup-
ported through generous contributions of money, supplies, and 
prayers, eight trips to Panama to work with the Ngobe Indian 
population and one trip to Ghana for work at the Wenchi Meth-
odist Hospital. 
The Church of the Dunes purchased an EKG machine for 
Wenchi Methodist Hospital and is financing the education of 
Collins Boffoe, who is completing a course in Medical Electron-
ics Technician training at Valley View University in Accra. 
It is important to note that all travel and living expenses for these 
trips are the responsibility of the volunteers, thus all money con-
tributed goes directly to the people and projects designated.  
This year the Dunes raised close to $1725 in money and sup-
plies (multiply that by 9 trips of which you all were integral par-
ticipants). 
Specific to Pa-
nama, we serve 
the Ngobe in-
digenous peo-
p l e  ( a b o u t 
160,000). The 
Ngobe have 
been marginal-
ized to the 
worst of moun-
tainous land, 
and have the 
highest illiteracy 
rate, poorest 
health, highest infant mortality, and lowest per capita income in 
the country.  Our host church is the Inglesia Evangelistica Meto-
dista in David.  Teams usually include 15 to 20 people plus in-
terpreters.  We work at Methodist Community Center in Ciena-
guita, on the edge of the Comarca.  We now have electricity but 
no running water.  Our team focuses on health care issues .    
Continued on page 8. 
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The Joni Starkey MISSION TRIP  

SCHOLARSHIP FUND  
 
An effective missions program should include opportunities for 
direct hands-on experiences in the 
field.  Each year, funds are set aside 
for scholarships for first time partici-
pants in Volunteers In Missions pro-
jects, as well as other missions out-
reach, to partially offset the cost of the 
trip.  In years past,  such trips have 
included travel to Haiti and the Com-
mission is planning a mission trip to 
Red Bird Mission in 2012.  The funds 
are accumulated so that there is a reasonable amount of sup-

port dollars available for future participants.  Please contact a 
member of your Missions Commission if you have a 
Mission Trip idea.  

http://www.tricitieshabitat.org

